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Development Partnership AUTOSAR to extend scope
of applications to non-automotive areas

Due to the success of AUTOSAR as the key software technology in the
automotive industries worldwide, the AUTOSAR (AUTomotive Open System
ARCchitecture) Development Partnership has decided on an important
extension of the AUTOSAR standard to non-automotive areas. The Core
Partners have already signed the amendment to the development agreement
allowing the application of AUTOSAR in the field of so-called “derived
applications”, which must be derived from a commercially available and
proven in use automotive application. After approval by all AUTOSAR
members, the derived applications will be applied in different technical fields
such as railway, agriculture and forestry machinery, construction machinery,
compressors, pumps or power generators and marine including military
transportation vessels. The adoption of derived applications is ruled out in the
fields of aviation, aerospace, nuclear power, chemical and biological reactors
and in the petrochemical and military sectors and more generally for ultra
hazardous applications.

“The frequent demands of our members to extend the scope of applications
show how much success AUTOSAR has had up to now,” explained Frank
Kirschke-Biller, Spokesperson for AUTOSAR. “With the new regulation, the
development partnership enables its members to reuse or adapt their
AUTOSAR available products outside the automotive industry.”

Several Core Partners and other members of the development partnership
are developing their technologies for other sectors besides the automotive
industry. Until now, the AUTOSAR agreements strictly limited the license for
commercial exploitation to automotive applications. Examples of these are
electronic control units (ECUs) developed for the automotive industry which
can easily be adapted to other industrial domains. This remarkable extension
of the scope of applications will open new markets for AUTOSAR products.



AUTOSAR (AUTomotive Open System ARchitecture) is a worldwide
development partnership of car manufacturers, suppliers and other
companies from the electronics, semiconductor and software industry. Since
2003 they have been working on the development and introduction of an
open, standardized software architecture for the automotive industry. By
simplifying the exchange and update options for software and hardware with
the AUTOSAR approach, it forms the basis for reliably controlling the
growing complexity of the electrical and electronic systems in motor vehicles.
AUTOSAR also improves cost efficiency without compromising quality. The
"core partners" of AUTOSAR are the BMW Group, Bosch, Continental,
Daimler, Ford, General Motors, PSA Peugeot Citroén, Toyota and the
Volkswagen Group. In addition to these companies, more than 160
members play an important role in the success of the partnership.
Companies which join the AUTOSAR Development Partnership can use the
specifications free of charge.

Additional information is available at:
www.autosar.org
media@autosar.org
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